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RURAL LAND USE — NEW PLANNING POLICIES 

875. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Planning: 
I am aware that two new planning policies relating to rural land use have been approved by government and will 
be gazetted this week. Can the minister update the house on what these two new policies offer for regional 
landholders? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 
I thank the member for the question. Given his electorate, it is natural that he would have a strong interest in this 
issue. Much of the discussion on the planning portfolio, both in here and more widely in the media and the 
community, is about urban development—the major city-transforming projects, for example, or residential 
development. However, also of great importance in the planning system is what happens in rural areas and what 
is permitted and facilitated on rural land in particular. I am pleased to say that the government has now finalised 
the review of two policies on planning and the subdivision of rural land. They are “State Planning Policy 2.5: 
Agriculture and rural land use planning” and “Development Control Policy 3.4: Subdivision of Rural Land”. The 
policies clarify and strengthen the existing position to protect rural land and to prevent fragmentation of rural 
land through unplanned subdivisions. There are strong protections to ensure that land is available for agricultural 
production given the importance of agriculture in our economy and the opportunities for the future from 
agriculture production. The policies also take into account the need for food production and security in Western 
Australia and on a worldwide basis. 

The new policies provide a greater degree of flexibility for rural communities and new opportunities for 
economic development and for individual landowners. For example, in “Development Control Policy 3.4”, there 
is now the ability to create multiple homestead lots as one-off applications. When properties have more than one 
approved residence on them, there will, in appropriate circumstances, be the ability to subdivide the additional 
homesteads as homestead lots. That is applicable in cases in which families have been living on a farm for a long 
time and they wish to retire and stay on that property but be able to have separate ownership of the homestead. 
That is a significant change for the rural community. An example is in the member’s own electorate. In the Shire 
of Dalwallinu, there are approximately 169 farms on 280 lots and approximately 200 houses in the rural section. 
There will clearly be opportunities for creation of homestead lots, when appropriate, in the Shire of Dalwallinu. 
Centres are being provided for rural landowners who are considering rehabilitating degraded land, with the 
flexibility for subdivision for the purpose of land restoration and to improve land and environmental conditions. 
The creation of rural enterprise zones is also being contemplated, whereby landowners would be able to develop 
new businesses and, for example, have light industrial activity and a house on the same property. 

The review has also refined the mechanisms designed to cover situations in which farmers are looking to divest 
themselves of surplus land and introduces a more flexible approach to boundary rationalisation. One example of 
which I am aware of this being given a planning scheme approval, just earlier this week, is in the electorate of 
Central Wheatbelt—the Shire of Mt Marshall, to be specific. The local government in that area has identified a 
need for possible subdivision of some of the larger farms in the district, not to create a larger number of farms as 
a whole, but to allow some individual lots to be subdivided so that they can be acquired by more than one 
neighbour. In other words, it deals with economies of scale but provides a more flexible approach to subdivisions 
than has been the case in the past. 

As I said, an important aspect of the new policy is to ensure that high-value agricultural land is maintained for 
that purpose, unless there is a good reason otherwise. This policy follows a range of reforms in the planning 
system in Western Australia that have been put in place over the last five years and it is one of the important 
developments that has now been finalised. 
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